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suppressed, or some knowledge of future events peculiar
to himself; for I cannot discover any force in the argu-
ments which he has been pleased to use, that could produce
in him such confidence of success, nor any circumstances
in the present appearance of Europe, that do not seem to
demand a different conduct.

The reasonableness of our measures at this time, as at
all others, must be evinced by arguments drawn from an
attentive review of the state of our own country, compared
with that of the neighbouring nations; for no man will
deny, that those methods of proceeding which are at one
time useful, may at another be pernicious ; and that either
a gradual rotation of power, or a casual variation of in-
terest, may very properly produce changes in the counsels
of the most steady and vigorous administration.

It is therefore proper,in the examination of this question,
to consider what is the state of our own nation, and what
is to be hoped or feared from the condition of those king-
doms, which are most enabled by their situation to benefit
or to hurt us : and in inquiry, my lords, an inquiry that can
give little pleasure to an honest and benevolent mind, it
immediately occurs, that we are a nation exhausted by a
long war, and impoverished by -the diminution of our com-
merce ; and the result, therefore, of this first consideration
is, that those measures are most eligible which are most
frugal; and that to waste the publick treasure in unneces-
sary expenses, or to load the people with new taxes only to
display a mockery of war on the continent, or to amuse
ourselves, our allies, or our enemies, with the idle ostenta-
tion of unnecessary numbers, is to drain from the nation
the last remains of its ancient vigour, instead of assisting
its recovery from its present languors.

But money, however valuable, however necessary, has
sometimes been imprudently and unseasonably spared;
and an ill-timed parsimony has been known to hasten cala-
mities, by which those have been deprived of all who would
not endeavour to preserve it by the loss of part. It is
therefore to be considered, whether measures less expensive
would not have been more dangerous; and whether we